Case studies Activities

Give case studies showcasing historical climate changes or specific events to illustrate the variability of climate over time.

For example:

1. Dust Bowl in the United States (1930s):
· Overview: Explore the Dust Bowl, a severe drought and dust storm period in the central Great Plains of the United States during the 1930s.
· Impact: Discuss the profound impacts on agriculture, economy, human health, and migration patterns.
· Environmental Consequences: Analyze the ecological damage and long-term soil erosion resulting from the drought and unsustainable farming practices.

2. The Little Ice Age
· Overview: The Little Ice Age, spanning the 14th to 19th centuries, brought prolonged cooling to Europe, marked by colder winters and cooler summers due to a significant temperature decline.

· Impact: Society: Crop failures led to widespread famines and social unrest, prompting migrations and economic instability.

· Ecosystem Changes:
· Altered climate patterns affected biodiversity and led to glacial expansion, impacting coastal areas and navigation.

Discussion
· Encourage students to analyze the causes, impacts, and potential consequences of each historical climate event.
· Facilitate discussions on how these events affected ecosystems, societies, economies, and global perspectives.
· Encourage critical thinking by asking questions about the potential connections between historical events and current climate trends.
